Dear ladies and gentlemen,
Let me first ask you a question: who is afraid of a European?

You obviously not. For you invited me here. 

Therefore I thank you for inviting me to share the Dutch experiences in European education with you. Let me first excuse me for speaking in English. Although my grandfather was born in France, my French is not good enough to express myself properly.

The Dutch are very different from the French, but they both seem to have one important thing in common this year: we both seem to be afraid of Europeans.
Why bother about education for Europe? The goal of education is not to be determined by politicians, nor by schoolteachers. Yes, they can determine the curriculum in the school. But I am strongly convinced that the parents are ultimately responsible for the education of their children. Therefore freedom of education is very important in the Netherlands. 

As a parent I have to decide what is the goal of the education of my children in the first place. Of course it is important to train them for a job and to teach them to become good citizens. But I hope that you will agree that the ultimate goal for all education is that our children will become good persons. And I don’t mean this in an individualistic way. People will not be whole people without the community they live in. Children are part of this community and will have to contribute to this community.
And there is perhaps some problem. Most people feel that they are a part of only the small community they live in. With those people they share many values and therefore they feel comfortable and at home. People always tend to look for such a group where they feel at home. You can see this with immigrants in Europe, who tend to group together in separate neighbourhoods. But they are no different from the Dutch emigrants, who still have their Dutch clubs all over the world. No problem with that, as long as they feel at the same time part of a larger community: the city, the state, Europe or even the global society to some extend. 

There is only a small group of people in the Netherlands that really feel European. Most of those people have a high educational level. They often travel a lot, and not only to the holiday resorts where they speak Dutch and serve Dutch food. 

But the majority of people see Europe as a massive burocratic institute, without any influence of common people. 
Europe started out as a project with a soul, an ideal. We wanted peace and sharing in Europe. But it looks like the liberal market economics have taken over. 

So if we want our children to be educated for Europe, we have to make clear what kind of Europe this is. We don’t have to become all the same. I still want to have my own Dutch habits, festivities, food and language, to name a few things. And we don’t want Europe to be only a free market, that leaves common people in the cold and only means an opportunity for the lucky and the strong.

To me Europe is a community of very different people, trying to understand each other and living together in peace.  We have to give Europe this soul, so our children don’t have to be afraid of a European.
Concrete projects:
· Exchange of pupils, students and teachers in secondary and higher education.

· Good language education (English, German, French, sometimes other languages), not only passive, but also active.

· Good education on European history, not only national history

· Multicultural festivities: music, food.

